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TAHOE S IL ICON MOUNTAIN
SUPPORTING AND GROWING 
TRUCKEE-TAHOE ’S  
ENTREPRENEUR IAL ECOSYSTEM
POPULAR GROUP HOSTS MONDAY NIGHT EVENTS  
AT PIZZA ON THE HILL

Tahoe Silicon Mountain, a network of tech-
nology professionals who live and work in the 
Tahoe-Truckee area, meets monthly to offer 
presentations about the intersection of tech-
nology, community, environment, education 
and entrepreneurship. With the help of Tahoe 
Donner’s Pizza on the Hill and the generous 
support of longtime sponsors—New Leaders, 
Clear Capital, and Holland & Hart—Tahoe  
Silicon Mountain offers a delicious and easy-
on-the wallet pizza and salad dinner for $5.

“In Silicon Valley, professional networking 
opportunities are ubiquitous,” said Rachel 
Arst McCullough, Tahoe Silicon Mountain 
cofounder. “Many people move from Silicon 
Valley to Truckee to work remotely, and many 
more regularly visit or own homes in Truckee. 
But, until the formation of Tahoe Silicon 

Mountain, there 
wasn’t a place for 
people to gather to  
discuss technology  
or the opportunities and challenges for entre-
preneurs in Truckee.” 

The organization, founded seven years 
ago, now facilitates events where people can 
meet other current and aspiring entrepre-
neurs, allowing attendees to meet in person 
to talk shop with those who are involved in 
technology businesses, learn how others run 
their technology companies in the mountains, 
share job opportunities, exchange ideas for 
improving their businesses, and grow the local 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

The organization’s monthly speaker series 
takes place on the second Monday of each  

FEATURE

Many of the Tahoe Silicon Mountain Speaker Series Presentations are interactive. 

Here, attendees were photographed by a drone as they learned more in an outdoor 

demonstration.
 
month, right here at Pizza on the Hill. A wide 
range of topics have been covered, including 
“Beyond Books: How Libraries of the Digital 
Age Can Foster Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship,” “The Sharing Economy: Uber, 
Airbnb and How Sharing Resources Spreads 
the Wealth,” and “How You Can Be a Change 
Agent: Learn from the Creators of Truckee’s 
New Makerspace.”

Tahoe Silicon Mountain has recently 
expanded, adding a new program called First 
Friday at Five, specifically for entrepreneurs 
and aspiring entrepreneurs to help each 
other grow their businesses. And while more 
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Wedding season is right around the corner 
and most venues are filling up fast—including 
us! If you haven’t found the perfect wedding 
venue and are looking to be married this year, 
don’t stress just yet. Instead, consider Tahoe 
Donner. As a Best of Weddings award win-
ner from The Knot and a Best of Lake Tahoe 
Weddings award winner by Tahoe Unveiled, 
we are pleased to offer both indoor and out-
door ceremony selections in the picturesque 
High Sierra with availability to host up to 200 
guests at The Lodge Restaurant & Pub. 

And the best part? If you book one of the fol-
lowing summer openings for this year at The 
Lodge, you’ll receive 20 percent off your site 
fee and food (excluding all beverages). 

DATES AVAILABLE AT THE 
LODGE: JULY 8 AND JULY 15

Date availability is first come, first served. 
To learn more about this wedding deal and 
packages available, please call Lisa Tomasi 
with group sales at 530-582-9643 or email 
ltomasi@tahoedonner.com.

SAVE 20% ON YOUR 2017 SUMMER WEDDING

programs are on the horizon, the organization 
has an even bigger vision: to grow the entre-
preneurial ecosystem in Truckee-Tahoe. To 
this end, the topic for April’s monthly meeting 
will cover opportunities for entrepreneurship 
specific to mountain towns.

Having just attended the Mountain Ven-
tures Summit conference in Telluride, Colo., 
Arst McCullough will be sharing takeaways on 
creating and building healthy and sustainable 
entrepreneurship ecosystems in mountain 
towns on April 10 (details at right). At the 
Mountain Ventures Summit, leaders from 
more than 15 mountain towns met to share 
knowledge and support each other in creating 
more robust economies. McCullough’s presen-

tation will be followed by a panel discussion 
with key Truckee business, government and 
non-profit representatives who also attended 
the Mountain Ventures Summit, and who will 
also be playing a role in building Truckee’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

For those who can’t make it in person, a 
YouTube channel (http://bit.ly/YouTubeTSM) 
will stream the event live starting at 6:15 p.m. 
Viewers can also participate in online discus-
sions and ask questions. Event videos are also 
available on the YouTube channel after the 
event, and presenter slides can be found on 
Slideshare.

More information can be found online at 
tahoesiliconmountain.com.

TAHOE S IL ICON 
MOUNTAIN
UPCOMING EVENTS
FIRST FRIDAY AT FIVE 
APRIL 7

Tahoe Silicon Mountain’s newest 
event, First Friday at Five, takes place 
on the first Friday of each month at The 
Lift in Truckee at 5 p.m. Conducted in a 
round table format, it is an opportunity 
to share insights and resource sugges-
tions to solve problems. Come prepared 
to receive advice from and to give help to 
fellow attendees!  
RSVP: http://bit.ly/TSM-FFF

SPEAKER SERIES 
GROWING TRUCKEE- 
TAHOE’S ENTREPRENEURIAL 
ECOSYSTEM 
APRIL 10

This month’s speaker series takes 
place Monday, April 10, at 6 p.m., at 
Pizza on the Hill, 11509 Northwoods 
Blvd, Truckee, CA. It’s best to arrive at 
5:30 to secure a seat and grab a drink 
from the bar.  
RSVP: http://bit.ly/TSM-RSVP-APRIL

April’s meeting will focus on building an entrepreneurial ecosystem in Truckee-Tahoe region; following the meeting, a panel discussion will take place with attendees of the Mountain Ven-tures Summit conference, pictured above in Telluride, Colo.


